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By CAROL HU~TER 
SPliNe I'" 
I n the Vanna White era, America reads letter-by-Ieuer. Books? 
Why read the book when you can 
watch the miniseries or rent the 
video? Well, as Mark Twain said, 
"The man who does not read good 
books has no advantage over the man 
who can't read them." 
For an array of 150 good books, 
check out Mizzou's list of recom-
mended reading. A Sesquicentennial 
Celebration project, the list was print-
ed as a poster, "Sesquicentennial 
Sampler," directed to high-schoo! jun-
iors and seniors, and college freshmen 
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and sophomores. 
But while the poster's primary audi· 
ence is youths, " You may be reading 
rrom thts list at age 60;' says Dr. Tom 
Shaughnessy, director or libraries. 
He sees the list as samples or good 
reading. .. It's not the last word. There 
are some classicson the list. but it also 
includes contemporary books." 
No book made the final cut unless severa) people who rec-
ommended it actually read it 
Readability and appea1 were watch· 
words ror the 29--mtmber selection 
committee, which included high· 
school teachers rrom throughout Mis--
souri, raculty, librarians, a Friends of 
the Ubrary member and a Mizzou 
student The committee met with 
Shaughnessy and Dr. Ted Tarkow, 
associate dean or arts and science., to 
narrow a Itst or 450 nominations 
submitted by 300 MU raculty mem-
bers. 
"We were not out to duplicate the 
Greal Books of the Western World 
list," says Shaughnessy, who notes 
that those selections were written ex· 
elusively by elderly white males. In 
contrast, he says, Mizzou's list "re-
flects the world as best we can within 
the confines or 150 titJes." Black, 
Native American, remale and His-
panic authors are included. 
The list represents the humanities, 
social sciences and sciences, as well as 
the major rorms or literature- poetry, 
drama, prose, non·fiction and fiction. 
"We're not expecting people to read 
011 ISO books," Shaughnessy says. 
"But we' re hoping students, and 
adults, will use the list to select books. 
It's ror anyone, college bound or not." 
The poster, whK:h includes the names or selection committee 
members, will be sent to Mis-
souri high schools, libraries and his-
torical societies in March. Copies also 
are available to Mizzou students. 
"I think it will generate a lot of 
discussion among teachers and other 
people interested in education in Mis--
souri," Shaughnessy says. " It proba-
bly will generate controversy, too, 
because not everyone's ravorite book 
will be on the Itst But that's good. If 
people talk about books, good things 
will come out ohhat discussion." 
So here it is: a Sesquicentennial 
Celebration sampler or ISO recom-
mended books. 0 
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The AJJveNflnS of HlKkkberry FilM. Mark 
TwaUt 
Advice 10 a Yotmg ScielUirt. P.8. Medawu 
T"'AeMid,VirJjl 
AJ:ufie1d: Portrail of an E"gli.sh Vil~. 
RonaJd BIy1he 
All Qllie, on 1M Wene". Froltl. Erich Maria 
Remuque 
All Tite President's Men. Carl Bemstc:in and 
Bob Woodward 
Alula KannillQ. Leo Tolstoy 
Apology, PIaJD 
The A.rce,,' of MIIII, Jacob Bronowski 
Asimov Oft NlIWIbers. Isaac Asimov 
The AIIIobiosrap/ry of Be"wlUIIO Cellini. 
Benvenuto CeUini 
The IuIlobiograplry of Malcolm X. Ale. Haley 
The Awoke";lIg, Kate Chopin 
Belowd. Toni Morrison 
Bwwwl,_byBurtonRaffel 
BilulTWUI COIIIfIry. RUm Gray Massey 
Block Elk Speaks, John G. Neihardt 
Blackberry Wi",er. Margaret Mead 
Bille Higltways. William Least Heat·Moon 
Tite 800k 0/ /..aIIgluer and Forgeni"g. Milan 
K_ 
Bnne N~ World, Aldous L Huxley 
A Bri~Hi.nory ofTiIM: From lhe Big Bans to 
Black Holes. S.W. Hawking 
The BTOIIters KQTlIIftIIZC1V. Fyodor Dostoyevsky 
Brown Girl. BrowIUIOMS. Paule Marshall 
BIU'J My Heart tU Wowukd Knee, Dee 
Aleundcr Brown 
The Caine MIIIi",. Herman Wouk 
CtutdUk. Voltaire 
T'" C .... ,.",.." Toks, Geoffrey Chaucer 
CapilOUsm and Freedom. Milton Friedman 
Catch-22. Joseph Heller 
The CQlcher in the Rye, J.D. Salinger 
Childhood's End. Arthur C. Clarke 
T'" Ciry 01 Joy, Dominique Lapimo 
Civilizolw" and Its Disconlents, SigmWlCi 
Freud 
Tile Collected Stories of Elldora Welty. Eudora 
Welly 
T'" Colm Purple, Alice Wolke< 
Tite COmlmmiSI Manifesto. Karl Marx 
Tite Complete Poems of MaritIIIM Moore. 
Marianne Moore 
The Compltte Slton Stories of ErMst 
Hemingway, Ernest Hemingway 
The Compltte Stories, Aannery o'Connor 
The Conftuions 0/ Nat T~r. William Styron 
A CtnJlllry Year: Uvillg the QfleStiOIlS. Sue 
Hubbell 
Crime aNI PunislflMnt. Fyodor Dostoyevsky 
Crimes of the Hearl, Beth Henley 
Cry, lhe Beloved COIUItry, Alan Paton 
Death in Venice, Thomas Mann 
Death of a Salesman. Arthur Miller 
The D~ath of Anemio Cnu. Carlos Fuentes 
Democracy in America, Alexis de TocqueviUe 
srl l /iG It .. 
The Discoverers, Daniel J. Boorstin 
A Distant Mirror, Barbara W. Tuchman 
The Divine Comedy, Dante Alighieri 
A Doll's House, Henri1: Ibsen 
The Double Helix, James D. Watson 
The Dragons of Eden, Carl Sagan 
Dubliners, James Joyce 
Essays ofER. White, E.B. White 
Everything We Had: An Oral History of the 
Vietnam War, AI Santoli 
A Feelingfor the Organism: The Life and Work 
of Barbara McClintock, E.F. Keller and 
W.H. Freeman 
Fences: A Play, August Wilson 
Ficciones, Jorge L. Borges 
The First Three Minutes: A Modern View of the 
Origin of the Universe, Steven Weinberg 
The Foundation Trilogy, Isaac Asimov 
Gargantua, Fran~ois Rabelais 
The Glass MefUlgerie, Tennessee Williams 
The Glorious Cause: The American Revolution, 
176J-1789, Robert Middlekauff 
Go Tell It on the Mountain, James Baldwin 
GOde!, Escher, Bach: An Eternal Goltkn Braid, 
Douglas R. Hofstadter 
The Grapes of Wrath, John Steinbeck 
Great Expectations, Charles Dickens 
The Great Gatsby, F. Scon Fitzgera1d 
Grendel. John C. Gardner 
Gulliver's Travels, Jonathan Swift 
The Guns of August, Barbara W. Tuchman 
Hamlet, William Shakespeare 
Heart of Darkness, Joseph Conrad 
Hiroshima, John Hersey 
I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings. Maya 
Angelou 
Ideas and Opinions, Albert Einstein 
The I~nse Journey, Loren C. Eiseley 
In Country, Bobbie Ann Mason 
In My Father's Court. Isaac Bashevis Singer 
In Search of Excellence: ussonsfrom 
America's Best-run Companies, Thomas 
J. Peters and Robert H. Watennan 
Invisible Man, Ralph Ellison 
Jane Eyre, Charlotte Bronte 
Kristin Lavransdalter. Sigrid Undset 
Lang/Ulge in Thought and Action, S.1. 
Haya1cawa 
Leaves of Grass, Walt Whihnan 
Life on the Mississippi [new edition), Mark 
Twain 
Light in August, William Faulkner 
Little Big Man, Thomas Berger 
The Lives of a Cell. Lewis Thomas 
Long Day's Journey into Night, Eugene 
O'Neill 
Lord of the Flies, William G. Golding 
The Lord of the Rings, J.R.R. Tolkien 
Mada~ Bovary. Gustave Flauben 
Mada~ Curie, Eve Curie 
The Making of the Presitknt 1960, Theodore H. 
White 
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"Master Harold" - and the Boys, Athol 
Fugard 
Meditations, Ren6 Descanes 
Metamorphoses. Ovid 
Les Misirables. Victor Hugo 
Moby Dick, Hennan Melville 
Mournillg Beco~s Electra: A Trilogy, Eugene 
O'Neill 
My An«mia, Willa Cather 
Narrative of the Life of Fretkrick Douglass. an 
~rican Slave, Frederick Douglass 
Native Son, Richard Wright 
Night, Elie Wiesel 
1984, George Orwell 
The Odyssr" Homer 
On Death and Dying, Elisabeth KUbler-Ross 
On Liberty, John Stuart Mill 
One Day in the Life of Ivan Denisovich. 
A1eksandr l. Solzhenitsyn 
One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest, Ken Kesey 
Olll! Hundred Years of Solitude. Gabriel Garda 
MArquez 
The Panda's Thumb, Stephen J. Gould 
Patterns ojCulture, Ruth Benedict 
Pilgrim at Tinker Creek, Annie Dillard 
Plain Speaking: An Oral Biography of Harry S. 
TrumDn, Harry S. Truman 
Pride and Prejudice, Jane Austen 
The Prince, Niccolb Machiavelli 
The Red Badge of Courage. Stephen Crane 
The Republic, Plato 
The Right Stuff, Tom Wolfe 
A Room of One's Own, Virginia Woolf 
A Sand County Almanac, Aldo Leopold 
The Scarlet Letter, Nathaniel Hawthorne 
Screwtape utters, C. S. Lewis 
Selected Poems, Langston Hughes 
Slaughterhouse-five, Kurt Vonnegut 
The Souls of Black Folk. W.E.B. Dubois 
A Stillness at Appomattox, Bruce Canon 
Stories, Doris May Lessing 
The Stories of Ray Bradbury, Ray Bradbury 
The Stranger, Alben Camus 
Stranger in a Strange Land, Robert A. Heinlein 
The Tempest, William Shakespeare 
Tess of the d'UrMrvilles, Thomas Hardy 
The Theban Plays, Sophocles 
Things Fall Apan, Chinua Acbebe 
The ThurMr Carnival, James Thurber 
The Voyage of the Beagle, Charles Darwin 
Waiting for Godat, Samuel Beck.ett 
Walden, Henry D. Thoreau 
War and Peace, Leo Tolstoy 
War Stories: Poems about Long Ago and Now. 
Howard Nemerov 
The Woman Warrior. Maxine Hong Kingston 
The Words of Martin Luther King Jr .• Maron 
Luther King Jr. and Coretta $con King 
The Worldly Philosophers, Robert L. 
Heilbroner 
Zen and lhe Art of Motorcycle Maintenance. 
Roben M. Pirsig 
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